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M EMORANDUM 


October 14, 1972 


SUBJECT: Meetings with the Other Side, October 8, 9# 

10, 11, 1972. 



I * j have had a further report from Dr. Kissinger on his four 
days of meetings with the other side. 

2. The meetings were balanced between political and military 
discussions. While in the earlier meetings they put great em- 
phasis on political issues, at the last meeting they displayed a 
far greater willingness to discuss military matters in some 
detail. Several of the meetings were lengthy and time consum- 
ing because of the other side's detailed presentations, especially 
in the political area. On the military side, they were insistent 
and unyielding in their demands that the United States end all 


supplies of military equipment to the South Vietnamese. 



3. Dr. Kissinger reports that, from the first day through the 

fourth, there was decided movement in their position. In the 

earlier meetings they placed major emphasis on satisfying their 

political demands. In the later meetings they placed Increasing 

* 

emphasis on purely military conditions. 

4. Dr. Kissinger’s judgment is that the other side may be 
ready to accept a ceasefire in place in the not too distant future. 
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He emphasizes, therefore, the need for our side to regain as 

« 

much territory as possible. He also emphasizes the fact that 
we need to have room for maneuver and for flexibility on the 
political side. 

5. The other side tabled a political plan, a copy of which is 
attached. 

6, Dr. Kissinger believes there is a possibility that the other 
side may come forward with more acceptable political proposals 
than those contained 1 in the plan tabled at the recent meetings. 

He, therefore, thinks that we should be giving careful considera- 
tion to what political terms we are prepared to accept - we might 
examine again the proposalsdis cussed when General Haig was 
'here - with the understanding, of course, that we are not going 

to agree to anything which could result in your overthrow. 
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